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Yorkville Sewer Utility District No. 1 Customer,
Please help to control chlorides!

Chloride is a significant threat to freshwater ecosystems, and as such is addressed in
wastewater discharge regulations. Chloride cannot be removed using standard wastewater
treatment technology; therefore, chloride that arrives in wastewater passes through treatment
plants and enters natural water bodies as treated effluent. This has a detrimental effect on
local aquatic ecosystems and is costly.

The Wisconsin DNR monitors the concentration of chlorides discharged by wastewater
treatment plants and can require costly advanced treatment technologies to be implemented
to reduce concentrations. Yorkville Sewer Utility District No. 1 has placed surcharges on the
commercial customers when concentrations exceed an acceptable level.

The most cost-effective option for residences and businesses is to reduce the amount of salt
(chlorides) entering our sanitary system and waters by implementing a plan to help reduce
your use of chlorides.

How to Control Chlorides:

1. Test your water to see if you need water softening and if so, check your water
softener settings so that you are using the proper amounts of water softener salt.
Consider evaluating your system with a water softener professional.

2. Only soften the water in the areas of your home that require softened water. Bypass
cold tap water drinking lines and outside faucets.

3. Demand initiated water softeners are more efficient and use less salt than a timer
controlled system.

4. If you are treating primarily for iron removal, consider switching to an iron treatment
filter which does not require sodium chloride usage.

5. Use road salt wisely on driveways and sidewalks. Consider using calcium chloride,

which works above -20°F, requires a smaller amount to melt ice, and is less harmful
to the environment (US EPA). Consider using sand on driveways to help with
traction (Wisconsin DNR).

Thank you.
Yorkville Sewer Utility District No. 1



