
YORKVILLE STORM WATER UTIITY COMMISSION 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 18, 2024 
 
Chairman Steve Nelson called the meeting of the YSWU to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Chairman 
Nelson, Sherry Gruhn, Tom Lauber, Clinton Funk, John Vyvyan, Michael McKinney, and Attorney Chris 
Geary. 
 
Minutes from our September 12, 2024, meeting was approved on a motion from John Vyvyan, seconded 
by Clint Funk and carried. 
 
Steve opened the meeting by stating that landowners who are currently under contact with a solar 
company are NOT required to pay property taxes on that land that is under contract.  The YSWU would 
lose that amount of assessment money.  It was also discussed that may not be true as special 
assessments still need to be paid on that portion of land even if it is under contract.  Property owners 
are required to pay taxes until the property they have under contract gets to a certain point where then 
taxes would no longer be generated, but this does not include special assessments. 
 
NMB submitted the listing for all properties and what their new assessment would be in 2025.  This new 
assessment will be in effect for 5 years after which our RCBDC assessment will be paid in full.  The 
Village Board will adopt a resolution for this revised assessment.  This assessment is based on a base 
amount of $125.00 and an ERU of $7.50.  No public hearing is required.  The actual amount to be 
collected annually will be $280,448.   
 
Next item was maintenance on the East Branch.  The Utility was concerned that we may need to bid out 
the maintenance project.  It was determined that we do not have to bid it out as it is a maintenance 
project.  We will send out letters to the property owners and ask for permission to go on their property 
to do this maintenance work.  A first letter will be sent and perhaps a second letter to those who do not 
give permission after the first letter.  We do have suggestions that we could use if we do not get 
permission, ie. public nuisance, natural watercourse, landowner will be responsible.  We will get letters 
sent out soon and ask for a quick response so we can start the project before the end of October.  There 
will be a time limit on how long it will be allowed for landowners who want to keep any of the wood 
piled on their property.  Our attorney will write the letter/s and the YSWU will get them sent out. 
 
We will meet again on October 3rd to discuss the 2025 budget. 
 
Motion by Tom Lauber seconded by John Vyvyan.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Sherry Gruhn, Secretary 
 
  
 
 


