
 

Article IV. Public Nuisances 
 

Sec. 22-111. Prohibition; intent. 
 

(b) Intent: Right to Farm. It is the intent of this ordinance to allow the continuation of 
present agricultural uses and practices in the Village as protected under Wis. 
Stat. § 823.08. Changes in agricultural technology, practices, and scale of 
operation may create conflicts between agricultural and other activities. To the 
extent possible consistent with good public policy, the prohibition against public 
nuisances should not hamper agricultural production or the use of modern 
technology on lands and areas primarily used for agricultural purposes. 

 
Sec. 22-113. Affect on health. 
 
The following acts, omissions, places, conditions and things are specifically declared to 
be public health nuisances; but such enumeration shall not be construed to exclude other 
health nuisances coming within the definition in section 22-112: 

 
(6) Noxious weeds. All noxious weeds and other rank growth of vegetation. All 

weeds and grass shall be kept cut to a height not to exceed one foot. 
 

(Code 1982, § 10.03) 
 
Sec. 22-116. Abatement. 

 
(a) Enforcement. A law enforcement officer, the code enforcement officer the fire 

chief, the building inspector and the health officer shall enforce those provisions 
of this article that come within the jurisdiction of their offices; and they shall make 
periodic inspections and inspections upon complaint to ensure that such 
provisions are not violated. No action shall be taken under this section to abate a 
public nuisance unless the officer has inspected or caused to be inspected the 
premises where the nuisance is alleged to exist and has satisfied himself that a 
nuisance does in fact exist. 

 
(b) Summary abatement. If the inspecting officer determines that a public nuisance 

exists within the village and that there is great and immediate danger to the public 
health, safety, peace, morals or decency, the village president may direct the 
proper officer to cause the public nuisance to be abated and charge the cost 
thereof to the owner, occupant or person causing, permitting or maintaining the 
nuisance, as the case may be. 

 
(c) Abatement after notice. If the inspecting officer determines that a public nuisance 

exists on private premises but that such nuisance does not threaten great and 
immediate danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, the 
inspecting officer shall serve notice on the person causing or maintaining the 
nuisance to remove the public nuisance within ten days. If such nuisance is not 
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removed within ten days, the proper officer shall cause the nuisance to be 
removed as provided in subsection (b) of this section. 

 
(d) Other methods not excluded. Nothing in this article shall be construed as 

prohibiting the abatement of public nuisances by the village or its officers in 
accordance with the laws of the state. 

 
(e) Court order. Except when necessary under subsection (b) of this section, an 

officer under this article shall not use force to obtain access to private property to 
abate a public nuisance but shall request permission to enter upon private 
property if such premises are occupied and, if such permission is denied, shall 
apply to any court having jurisdiction for an order assisting the abatement of the 
public nuisance.  

 
(Code 1982, § 10.10) 
 
Sec. 22-117. Cost of abatement. 
 
In addition to any other penalty imposed by this article for the erection, contrivance, 
creation, continuance or maintenance of a public nuisance, the cost of abating a public 
nuisance by the village shall be collected as a debt from the owner, occupant or person 
causing, permitting or maintaining the nuisance; and if notice to abate the nuisance has 
been given to the owner, such cost shall be assessed against the real estate as a 
special charge. 
 
(Code 1982, § 10.11) 
 
Sec. 22-118. Penalty. 
 
Any person who shall violate any provision of this article, or any regulation, rule or order 
made under this article, or permit or cause a public nuisance shall be subject to a 
penalty as provided in section 1-14. 
 
(Code 1982, § 10.12) 
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