
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-11 
 

VILLAGE OF YORKVILLE 
COUNTY OF RACINE, STATE OF WISCONSIN 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE ARTICLE XXI OF CHAPTER 14 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF YORKVILLE, COUNTY OF RACINE, STATE OF 
WISCONSIN, RELATING TO OUTDOOR PRIVATE EVENTS 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Yorkville’s Long-Range Planning/Ordinance Committee 

(“LRPOC”) reviewed and discussed various materials related to outdoor private event 
permits, as well as this draft ordinance, on October 8, 2024, November 12, 2024, 
February 11, 2025, March 11, 2025, May 13, 2025, and June 10, 2025; and 

 
WHEREAS, the LRPOC is comprised of residents of the Village as well as officials 

of the Village and is tasked with reviewing ordinances that impact the long-term plans and 
growth in the Village; and. 

 
WHEREAS, the LRPOC approved a motion at their meeting on June 10, 2025, to 

forward this draft ordinance to the Village Board for their consideration; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village Board reviewed this draft ordinance on June 23, 2025. 
 
THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF YORKVILLE, COUNTY OF 

RACINE, STATE OF WISCONSIN, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. That Article XXI of Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of 

Yorkville, be, and hereby is, amended to read as follows on the attached “Exhibit A” 
incorporated herein by reference. 

 
2. That this ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication 

as provided by law. 
 
Adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Yorkville, County of Racine, State 

of Wisconsin, this 23rd day of June, 2025. 
 

                  VILLAGE OF YORKVILLE 
 
Ayes:  4        By:   /s/ Douglas Nelson   
         Douglas Nelson, President 
Nays:  0   
             Attest:  /s/ Janine Carls 
Abstentions: 0        Janine Carls, Clerk 
 
Absences: 1 
 



 

 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Article XXI. Private Outdoor Events 
 
Sec. 14-1021. Authority and Purposes.  
 
(a) The Village Board has the authority to act for the health, safety, welfare and 

convenience of the public, pursuant to Wis. Stat. §61.34. 
 
(b) Purposes of this section include: 
 

(1) Establish criteria for when a permit is required to hold a private event on 
property containing a residential dwelling; and 

 
(2) Ensure that private events do not adversely affect the character of the 

surrounding neighborhood by, for example, producing light, noise, 
vibration, odor, parking demand, or traffic impacts that are not typical of 
a residential neighborhood in Yorkville; and  

 
(3) Ensure that private events are conducted so as to not create or cause a 

nuisance; and 
 
(4) Promote and protect the health, safety, welfare and convenience of the 

public. 
 

Sec. 14-1022. Definitions. 
 

(a) “Private Outdoor Event” means an outdoor party, event, gathering, ceremony, 
dance, rodeo, show, presentation, amusement, musical event or similar 
occurrence held on a property containing a residential dwelling, involving 75 or 
more attendees, which is not open to the general public and for which no 
products are sold to those attending and no admission fee is charged. 

 
(b) “Public Event” means, in addition to the listing set forth in §14-661, a party, 

event, gathering, ceremony, dance, rodeo, show, presentation, amusement, 
musical event or similar occurrence held on a property which is open to the 
general public, or where products are sold to those attending, or where an 
admission fee is charged. 

 
Sec. 14-1023. Permits. 

 
(a) Exemptions. 

 
(1) No permit is required where one private outdoor event is held in a 

calendar year. 
 



 

 

(b) Permit Required.  
 

(1) A permit is required for anyone holding two or more private outdoor 
events in a calendar year. Each calendar day included in any single 
event shall be deemed a separate event for purposes of determining the 
allowable number of events in a calendar year. 

 
(2) A permit is required for a public event pursuant to §14-661. 
 
(3) The Village Board may, at its discretion, require a permit to be obtained 

for subsequent private outdoor events after one (1) complaint has been 
received and verified by the Racine County Sheriff’s Department or the 
Village about an event being held at the subject property in violation of 
this Article. 

 
(4) The Village Board may, for good cause, require a permit to be required 

for any type of private outdoor event, regardless of the number of people 
in attendance. 
 

Sec. 14-1024. Application. 
 
(a) An application for a private outdoor event permit, along with the application fee 

set by the Village Board, shall be filed with the Village Clerk on forms provided 
by the Village Clerk at least 30 days before the Village Board meeting in which 
the applicant seeks to have the Board act on the application. The application 
shall include: 
 
(1) The name, address, email and telephone number of the applicant; 
 
(2) The address of the premises where such event/activity is proposed to 

occur; 
 
(3) The date and period of time for which the permit is sought; 
 
(4) A general description of the type of event to be held on the premises; 
 
(5) A description of any equipment to be used for the amplification of 

noise/sound and steps to be taken to minimize noise/sound emanating 
from the premises; 

 
(6) If an evening event, a description of the outdoor lighting to be used and 

steps to be taken to minimize light emanating from the premises; 
 
(7) A description of sanitation facilities to be provided for the event; 
 
(8) A description of measures to be taken to address parking for those 



 

 

attending the event; and  
 
(9) Name, address, email and phone number of the responsible person who 

will be present on the site during the private outdoor event. 
 

Sec. 14-1025. Notices.   
 
Each permit sought shall require a separate application. The Village Clerk upon 
receiving the application shall send a copy of the application to all landowners who 
own any parcel located within 500 feet of any property line of the premises, together 
with notice of the date that the Board is to hold a meeting to consider the application. 
 
Sec. 14-1026. Decision by Board.   
 
The application shall be referred to the Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 
The Board, in making a determination, shall consider the days of the week and hours 
during which the activity will be operated on the premises, the sufficiency of the 
applicant's plan to address noise/sound and light emanating from the premises, 
parking, toilet and sanitation needs for the event and other likely impacts from the 
event, if any, on the neighborhood. Its determination shall be based upon whether the 
event, as proposed, is likely to cause significant interference with the use and/or 
enjoyment of neighboring properties or otherwise have an appreciable detrimental 
effect on the public health, safety or welfare. The Village Board may approve the 
application as presented, approve the application subject to limitations and conditions, 
or deny the application. If the application is denied, the Village Board shall set forth the 
basis for its denial. Any appeal to the Board’s determination shall be conducted in 
accordance with the Village’s Admninistrative Review Procedure as set forth in Article 
VII of the Village’s Code of Ordinances, beginning at Section 2-391. 
 
Sec. 14-1027.  Enforcement and Penalty.  
 
Any person who violates any provision of this section or who violates any condition 
upon which a private outdoor event permit is granted shall be subject to a forfeiture 
under the general penalty per Section 1-14 of the Village Code. Each day of violation 
shall be considered a separate offense. In addition, the Village may enforce this 
section by way of injunctive relief and all other remedies available at law and in equity. 



Village of Yorkville 
Notice of Newly Enacted Ordinance 

 
Please take notice that, on Monday, June 23, 2025, the Village Board of the Village of 

Yorkville adopted Ordinance 2025-11, entitled "An Ordinance creating Article XXI of 
Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Yorkville, County of Racine, State 
of Wisconsin, relating to outdoor private events". 

This ordinance takes effect upon publication of this notice. The full text of this 
ordinance may be obtained from the Village of Yorkville Clerk’s office, 925 15th Avenue, 

Union Grove, Wisconsin 53182, or through the Village’s website at 
www.villageofyorkville.com. The phone number for the Clerk is (262) 878-2123. 
 

Janine Carls 
Clerk 

http://www.villageofyorkville.com/
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